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FINAL 
For Review and Adoption by the Council at the February 21, 2019 Meeting 

 
DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 

Thursday, January 24, 2019 
Park Tower 

980 9th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
MEETING SUMMARY 

*REVISED* 
 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions  
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m., January 24, 2019, by Chair Susan 
Tatayon. 
  
2. Roll Call – Establish a Quorum (Water Code §85210.5)  
Roll call was taken, and a quorum was established. The following Councilmembers 
were present: Ken Weinberg, Mike Gatto, Susan Tatayon, Randy Fiorini, Maria 
Mehranian, and Oscar Villegas. 
 
Councilmember Frank Damrell arrived during closed session. 
 
3. Closed Executive Session: Litigation (Not Open to the Public) (Action Item) 
The Council may discuss litigation matters pursuant to Government Code §11126 
(e)(2)(A),(e)(2)(B)(i), and/or (e)(2)(C)(i),  including: (a) Delta Stewardship Council 
Cases, Coordinated Proceeding JCCP No. 4758; (b) North Coast Rivers Alliance, et al. 
v. Delta Stewardship Council, Sacramento County Superior Ct. No. 34-2018-80002898; 
and (c) Takahashi v. Delta Stewardship Council, Sacramento County Superior Ct. No. 
34-2018-00232084. (This closed session is authorized under Government Code section 
11126, subdivision (e).) 
  
4. Reconvene Open Session 
Chair Tatayon stated there was nothing to report from the Closed Executive Session. 
 
5. Public Hearing for Delta Plan Policy GP1(b)(2) (Government Code §11346.8) 

(Action Item) 
 
The Council held a public hearing regarding Delta Plan Policy G P1(b)(2). A link to the 
hearing notice can be found here: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/19-0114-notice-public-
hearing. The hearing commenced at 10:00 a.m. on January 24.  Chair Tatayon and 
Councilmembers Weinberg, Gatto, Damrell, Fiorini, Mehranian, and Villegas were 
present for the hearing. 
 
 
 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/19-0114-notice-public-hearing
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/19-0114-notice-public-hearing
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The Council considered the following: 

a. Adoption of amendments to Delta Plan implementing regulations (23 CCR § 
5002(b)(2)) to incorporate into regulation all mitigation measures adopted and 
incorporated into the Delta Plan; and  

b. Determination of CEQA Exemption. 
 

(Note: A certified shorthand reporter recorded the hearing proceedings, and the 
hearing was also available to view live online at: http://cal-
span.org/static/meetings-DSC.php) 

 
Staff presented an overview of the reason for entering into the regulatory process and 
proposed changes to the regulation.  
 
Motion: Offered by Gatto, second by Weinberg - Approve the adoption of amendments 
to Delta Plan implementing regulations (23 CCR § 5002(b) (2)) to incorporate into 
regulation all mitigation measures adopted and incorporated into the Delta Plan; and 
Approve the determination of CEQA Exemption. 
 
Vote: 7/0 – Weinberg, Gatto, Damrell, Tatayon, Fiorini, Mehranian, and Villegas voted 
aye (unanimous), and the motion was adopted. 
 
The staff report and attachments can be found here: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/event-
detail/16242.   
 
The video of the hearing proceedings on January 24 can be found on the linked 
agenda: http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 
00:02:30. 
 
6. Adoption of Nov. 14-16, 2018 Meeting Summary (Action Item) 
There were no changes to the November meeting summary.  
 
Motion: Offered by Damrell, second by Gatto - Approve the November 14-16, 2018 
meeting summary. 
 
Vote: 6/0 – Weinberg, Gatto, Damrell, Tatayon, Fiorini, and Mehranian voted aye and 
Villegas abstained. The motion was adopted. 
 
The video showing this motion and vote can be found on the linked agenda: http://cal-
span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 00:21:21.  
 
7. Adoption of Dec. 20, 2018 Meeting Summary (Action Item) 
There were no changes to the December meeting summary.  
  
Motion: Offered by Fiorini, second by Damrell - Approve the December 20, 2018 
meeting summary. 
 

http://cal-span.org/static/meetings-DSC.php
http://cal-span.org/static/meetings-DSC.php
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/event-detail/16242
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/event-detail/16242
http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24
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Vote: 6/0 – Weinberg, Gatto, Damrell, Tatayon, Fiorini, and Mehranian voted aye and 
Villegas abstained. The motion was adopted. 
 
The video showing this motion and vote can be found on the linked agenda: http://cal-
span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 00:21:55. 
 
8. Chair’s Report (Information Item) 
Chair Tatayon welcomed new Councilmember Oscar Villegas. Councilmember Villegas 
is replacing former member Skip Thomson as Chair of the Delta Protection 
Commission. Chair Tatayon thanked her fellow Councilmembers for the opportunity to 
serve as Chair and stated that she looks forward to completing the 5-year review of the 
Delta Plan and the Ecosystem Amendment. Chair Tatayon is also looking forward to 
building on the work of the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee (DPIIC) 
and accelerating their progress towards the coequal goals. 
 
The video showing the Chair’s Report can be found on the linked agenda: http://cal-
span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 00:23:04. 
 
9. Executive Officer’s Report  
Executive Officer Jessica Pearson provided an update on three comment letters the 
Council received about the Smith Canal Gate Project appeal. She stated that these 
letters would be addressed during the appeal hearing at 2:00 p.m. Ms. Pearson also 
discussed the following comment letters and covered actions: 

- Comment letter from the Delta Protection Commission (DPC) about how to 
address the Delta as place chapter. Council staff will facilitate a meeting with DPC 
staff to discuss. 

- The Certification of Consistency from the City of Stockton for the Envision 
Stockton 2040 General Plan was not appealed. The plan outlines conservation in 
the city for the next 20 years. 

- The Department of Water Resources submitted a Certification of Consistency for 
the Winter Island Tidal Habitat Restoration Project (an EcoRestore project) on 
January 17. This project proposes to create new tidal habitat on Winter Island by 
breaching levees and widening the channel. 

 
The certifications of consistency described can be found on the Council’s covered 
actions website at: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/covered-actions.  
 
Ms. Pearson informed the Council that the Delta Conservancy and Delta Protection 
Commission meet this month and will provide updates to the Council in February. The 
Delta Science Program will host two upcoming forums; the Social Science Task Force 
and an Adaptive Management Forum. The Task Force will address how to better 
incorporate research and social science methods in the Delta, and the Adaptive 
Management Forum will explore how adaptive management can improve project design 
and implementation.  

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/covered-actions
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Ms. Pearson acknowledged Susan Tatayon as the Council’s new Chair and Oscar 
Villegas as the Council’s newest member. She also noted additions to staff: Attorney III 
Vera Bezdicek’s to the Legal Division; Louise Conrad as Deputy Executive Officer for 
Science; the promotion of Karen Kayfetz to the Environmental Program Manager I 
position in the Delta Science Program; and Jenna Seim as the Council’s Volunteer 
Extern. 
 
The video showing the beginning of the Executive Officer’s Report can be found on the 
linked agenda: http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-
24. 00:26:58. 
 
9a. Legal Update (Information Item) 
There was no Legal Update for this meeting. 

9b. Legislative Update (Action Item) 
Legislative and Policy Advisor Ryan Stanbra provided the Legislative Update, which can 
be found on the Council’s website at: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-
documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-9b-
legislative.  

Mr. Stanbra stated that the Legislature reconvened on January 7 and provided a status 
update on the following bills and relevant legislative activities: 

- SB 19 (Water resources: stream gages (sic)) addresses gages (sic) that will 
collect water management data.  

- SB 134 (Water conservation: water loss performance standards; enforcement) 
addresses calculating metrics for water shortage in urban water supply.  

- The Governor has proposed a tax on drinking water to fund remediation for 
contaminated drinking water in urban communities, emergency preparedness 
grants, and a statewide education campaign on disaster preparation and safety.  

- Budget augmentations in the Governor’s proposed 2019-2020 budget included 
Budget Change Proposals (BCP) from some of the Council’s partner agencies for 
Delta-related activities. The Department of Fish and Wildlife has a proposal for 
adding $1.2 million and ten positions for nutria eradication efforts. The Delta Plan 
Interagency Implementation Committee is currently addressing this same topic. 
The Delta Protection Commission has a proposal for $200,000 to develop a 
management plan for the proposed Delta National Heritage Area. Lastly, the 
Department of Water Resources has a proposal for $117 million of Proposition 1 
and Proposition 68 funds for urban flood risk reduction projects. 

Councilmembers discussed if State agencies such as the Department of General 
Services would have a role in the stream gage projects. They also asked for more 
details on SB 45. Mr. Stanbra stated that SB 45 did not offer more detail at this time. 
Councilmember Weinberg asked that the Council return with a budget report so 
members could understand the process and the Council’s budget. Ms. Pearson added 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-9b-legislative
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-9b-legislative
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-9b-legislative
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that the Council has no augmentation requests in the Governor’s proposed budget and 
staff will provide a budget report at the next Council meeting. 

The video showing the Legislative Update can be found on the linked agenda: http://cal-
span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 00:31:58. 
 
9c. Restoration Benefits in the Northeast Delta Landscape, McCormack-
Williamson Tract: Monitoring and Modeling to Link Physical Processes and the 
Food Web Contract Amendment Approval (Action Item) 

Chief Deputy Executive Officer Jessica Law provided an overview of the contract 
amendment. She said that the project includes activities to monitor and quantify benefits 
of habitat restoration at the McCormack‐Williamson Tract in the northeast Delta. During 
the project, flooding caused delays in the research methods. The team must conduct 
additional research to regain what was lost, and the requested amendment is for added 
funding to cover the cost of additional sampling. Due to a discrepancy in the requested 
total additional amount of the contract, Ms. Pearson suggested the Council make a 
motion to approve the amendment for the larger amount (up to $242,286).  

The video showing the contract amendment discussion can be found on the linked 
agenda: http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 
00:43:01. 
 
Motion: Offered by Weinberg, second by Damrell - Approve up to $242,286 additional 
funding for the requested amendment. 
 
Vote: 7/0 – Weinberg, Gatto, Damrell, Tatayon, Fiorini, Mehranian, and Villegas voted 
aye (unanimous), and the motion was adopted. 
 
The video showing this motion and vote can be found on the linked agenda: http://cal-
span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 00:45:16. 
 
Ms. Pearson closed by giving an overview of the remaining agenda items. 
 
10. Lead Scientist Report (Information Item) 
Chair Tatayon invited Dr. John Callaway to present the Lead Scientist’s Report. He 
discussed a summary of an article from San Francisco Estuary and Watershed Science 
on the potential of cultured Delta Smelt to be used for recovery and research and an 
article from Ecosphere on the recent expansion of water primrose in the Delta and its 
impact on wetlands. Dr. Callaway also provided a summary of a brown bag seminar on 
synthesis within the Interagency Ecological Program by Dr. Louise Conrad, the new 
Deputy Executive Officer for Science. Science Fellow Amanda Wasserman presented 
the By the Numbers report. 
 
The Lead Scientist’s Report is available on the Council’s website at: 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-
24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-10-lead. The By the Numbers presentation is posted on 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-10-lead
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-10-lead
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the Council’s website at: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-
stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-10-numbers.  
 
During the Lead Scientist’s Report, Councilmembers discussed the next steps for the 
Social Science Task Force, specifically if it will provide a final product (report). Dr. 
Callaway stated that a report would be available in late  2019. 
 
Councilmembers also discussed the topic of re-introduction of cultured smelt. 
Councilmembers wanted to know if there were a clear regulatory path forward and were 
interested in hearing more from staff and Dr. Callaway about existing efforts to reduce 
the decline of the species through reintroduction. They expressed an interest in better 
understanding what options existed for taking action in the near term, including 
regulatory relief. 
 
During the By the Numbers Report, Councilmembers highlighted that the report 
references back to points brought up in the cultured smelt discussion. Chair Tatayon 
clarified that members feel a sense of urgency and would like to take immediate action 
to convey the Council’s interest. Dr. Callaway stated that the best course of action 
would be to give Councilmembers an update on the broad activities that are already 
underway through the Delta Smelt Resiliency Strategy. 
 
The video showing the Lead Scientist’s Report can be found on the linked agenda: 
http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 00:47:49. 
 
11. 2018 Accomplishments and Proposed 2019 Workplan Priorities (Information 

Item)  
Ms. Pearson reintroduced Chief Deputy Executive Officer Jessica Law and Delta Lead 
Scientist Dr. John Callaway for this agenda item. Ms. Pearson provided a recap of the 
milestones from 2018 and an overview of the proposed workplan for 2019.  
 
Councilmembers questioned staff about the development of the priorities. Chair Tatayon 
suggested providing direction to staff and acknowledged that Council input is part of the 
priorities’ development. Councilmembers recommended an informal Board retreat to 
discuss the priorities in an open forum.  
 
Councilmember Damrell requested copies of the Council’s governing statutes. Members 
specified the reason for their request was to address the need to feel connected to the 
processes leading to the priorities and want assurances that they are fulfilling their 
expected duties. 
 
The video showing the Lead Scientist’s Report can be found on the linked agenda: 
http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 01:36:33. 
 
12. Watermaster Quarterly Update (Information Item) 
Delta Watermaster Michael George provided updates on the Bay-Delta Water Quality 
Control Plan; the recent appointment of Sean Maguire to the State Water Resources 
Control Board; challenges and responses to the loss of Delta channel capacity; 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-10-numbers
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/meeting-documents/delta-stewardship-council-january-24-2019-meeting-agenda-item-10-numbers
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diversion measurement outreach/feedback and implementation steps; and the Southern 
Delta Salinity Synthesis Project. 
 
In reference to the Southern Delta Salinity Synthesis Project, Chair Tatayon asked how 
soon until the science panel would provide a synthesis. Dr. Callaway stated that a draft 
would be available early February in a public workshop forum.  
 
The video showing the Lead Scientist’s Report can be found on the linked agenda: 
http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 02:22:31. 
 
13. Public Hearing Regarding Appeals of the Certification of Consistency for  
the Smith Canal Gate Project (Information Item) 
The Council held a public hearing regarding the appeals of the certification of 
consistency submitted on November 2, 2018 by the San Joaquin Area Flood Control 
Agency (SJAFCA), Certification Number C20188. A link to the hearing notice can be 
found here: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/appeal-filed-over-smith-canal-gate-consistency-
delta-plan. The hearing commenced at 1:30 p.m. on January 24. 

a. Opening of Hearing and Explanation of Hearing Process by the Vice Chair 

b. Conduct Hearing 
 

(Note: A certified shorthand reporter recorded the hearing proceedings, and the 
hearing is also available to view live online at: http://cal-span.org/static/meetings-
DSC.php) 

 
Vice Chair Fiorini and Councilmembers Weinberg, Gatto, Damrell, Mehranian, and 
Villegas were present for the hearing. Chair Tatayon recused herself from the process. 
The Appellant (represented by Patrick Soluri), SJAFCA (represented by Kathryn 
Oehlschlager), and the public participated. Upon conclusion of the hearing, Vice Chair 
Fiorini directed Council staff to prepare draft findings regarding the appeals based on 
the official record and comments received regarding the matter. The next hearing is 
scheduled for March 2019. A separate notice will be issued, and the Council is still 
under ex parte restrictions. 
 
The complete transcript of the hearing proceedings, along with all supporting 
documents, can be found here:  
https://coveredactions.deltacouncil.ca.gov/profile_summary.aspx?c=86b4471f-f63c-
4cd3-97b0-ebaf91324c49.   
 
The video of the hearing proceedings on November 15 can be found on the linked 
agenda: http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24. 
02:50:05. 
 
14. Public Comment 

15. Preparation for Next Council Meeting  
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.  

http://cal-span.org/static/meetings-DSC.php
http://cal-span.org/static/meetings-DSC.php
https://coveredactions.deltacouncil.ca.gov/profile_summary.aspx?c=86b4471f-f63c-4cd3-97b0-ebaf91324c49
https://coveredactions.deltacouncil.ca.gov/profile_summary.aspx?c=86b4471f-f63c-4cd3-97b0-ebaf91324c49
http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=DSC&date=2019-01-24

